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all we possess of the old Gothic city; exquisite fragments
of precious metal, they interest us, after all, infinitely less
than the treasure-trove of Mycenae, that marvel strewn
on the bodies of the King of Kings and the daughter of
Priam, so fittingly dug up out of the brute earth in our time
by the fat Schliemann. However beautiful they may be,
those Gothic crowns mean how much less to us than just
one of those golden cups ornamented with little doves of
which Homer has told us. And so, since we may know
almost nothing of the Gothic kings, since we may find
Toledo to-day almost without a vestige of their royalty,
it is really a Moorish city we see, only less Oriental than
C6rdova or Granada; discerning there at least, in any
attentive examination of her .architecture, something
of the reticence, the unapproachable soul of the Arab
that lends to her image so tragic, so ambiguous an
aspect.
Conquered by the Moors in 711, Toledo remained In
their hands till Alfonso VI, wrested her from them in
1085, but in reality they possessed her much longer than
any such method of history will admit; for though In
1085 Alfonso entered by the Visagra gate, and had that
first Mass said in El Cristo de la Luz, the citizens re-
mained almost as Moorish, as Oriental, as before, and with
a certain eagerness continued to build for their conquerors
not less splendidly than they had done for themselves.
A tolerant people, in love with culture, one might think,
in a way that it has never been the fortune of Spain to
understand; for during their rule Mass was permitted to
be said In more than seven churches, while Prescott1
tells us that 'the Christians In all matters exclusively
relating to themselves were governed by their own laws,
administered by their own judges. Their churches and
monasteries (rosae inter spinas) were scattered over the
1 Prescott, History of Ferdinand and Isabella^ voL L p. 5.